The Dispossession Project

Facing the challenges of mission and justice in our world today…
Earth Matters – introduction and welcome
Yellow journey1
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Your host is…John

Welcome friend and pilgrim. You are most welcome here among us. Come in 
and stay awhile.

Let me tell you something about our home. Our home is an echo of our planet. It provides for our needs, with clean air, fresh water, places to sit, breathe and know God. It is where we share food, fruit of the earth and work of human hands.  It is where we do no harm, taking nothing from the planet that we cannot put back, whether through recycling, re-using, or re-creating what we have taken out. Our home gives us what we need, but we must also give back or it will wither and die.

There are various aspects to the spaces within our home. The fifth ‘mark’ of mission tells us that we should care for God’s creation and that we should respect what God has made and work actively to sustain and renew the earth. So within our home there are spaces dedicated to understanding more about conservation, spaces dedicated to renewal, recycling and sustainability, spaces where we can think about and repent of environmental damage and over-consumption and spaces dedicated to understanding God’s work in creation more clearly. 

Welcome, friend and pilgrim. You are most welcome here among us. Wander where you will. Ask questions. Think, share and experience in our company. 

But before you enter, you must decide if you really want to explore this house and its various spaces. Here are some questions to help you prepare:
· Do I want to know more about taking care of God’s creation?

· What thoughts and ideas, actions and plans will I be taking with me?

· Am I prepared to have my thoughts and my lifestyle challenged and changed?

· What do I expect to hear? What do I expect to see?

· What would I most like to learn?

Imagine that you have brought a rucksack with you. Imagine that you put into the rucksack all the ideas you already have about matters of ecology, climate change and care of creation. Then think about what you already know about looking after our planet and what you already do to make a difference.  There will places in your journey where you can leave things you no longer want from your rucksack (dispossession) and things you can put in. 

You can also write down in a notebook, journal or begin a blog entry 
to record any thoughts and ideas about what you expect from your visit.

*********************************************************************************
Want to stay and explore?

From here, you have a number of pathways through the various spaces of this house. The yellow journey will take you to spaces which are word and text based and you can interact with what people are saying and discussing about the environment now. The blue journey will take you into spaces which are focussed on bible study, prayer, worship, song and reflective story telling. The green spaces will allow you to engage with pictures, external web and book resources, video clips and various activities, including a space for cooking and eating a meal. The pink spaces offer suggestions for personal commitments, reflection, and following Jesus more closely. The final pink space is the space for departure where you can consider what you have learned, been surprised by, challenged by and assess how you might have changed.  You can mix and match your journey through the different spaces depending on what you would most like to explore, study or do.

	1.Welcome

YOU ARE HERE

Opening challenge to learn more about mission and care for creation with some introductory material to think about.


	2.Quote, unquote

What people have been saying about climate change and care for the planet

With questions to consider
	3. Theology

Theologians writing on care for creation:

Dave Bookless

The Ecumenical Patriarch

Claire Foster

With questions to consider
	4. Conversation and Dialogue 

Listening to people talking about the environment, including:

A group of theologians and scientists talking to ARocha; Jeremy Clarkson; David Shreeve



	1.Scripture passages with questions

Genesis 1. 26-31

Romans 8.18-21

Genesis 6.11-21

Earth Abbey 

resources

Jubilee Centre resources


	2.Prayers

A series of prayers, images and activities for meditation on the words of the fifth mark of mission

Also links to other prayer resources
	3.Hymns and other music

Suggestions for listening to natural sounds, hymns, psalms, Taizé chants, classical, popular music and new music on the theme of care of creation 
	4.Reflections

Story telling

Can the earth sustain 7 billion people?

What about food security for people?

What about health?

Reflections from Sharing God’s Planet

	1.Images

Pictures of extinct and endangered animals; conservation issues


	2.Resources

Books and online resources for self study and online research
	3.Films, Music

Films to watch, music tracks and clips with an ecological theme
	4.Hospitality

A recipe for a meal and  suggestions for hospitality, trying new things 

	1.Gift-giving and baggage dumping

A chance to review what gifts you bring to the topic or what things to leave behind. A chance for confession or saying sorry and to make new commitments


	2.Diary/blog

A chance to review notes or entries you have made and to read others thoughts about the topic
	3.Footsteps of Jesus

Consider the lilies Matthew 6. 25-34

The Storm

Matthew 8.23-27

The Fig Tree

Mark 11.12-14; 20-21


	4.Exit: Dispossession 

Final review of what may have changed in using the resource. A few ideas about what to take away, or how to live differently, or to do more in future, and a chance to leave feedback
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You may stay here for a while or, when you are ready, move on to another space. If you stay here you might like to think some more about this ecological house. How might the house have been conceived and designed to reflect our care for creation?
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Photo from the Eden Project, St Austell, Cornwall

Activity: Below are some eco-building principles from New Zealand – how does your house and life style compare?
Energy Efficiency

· use solar energy facilities for the home 

· thermal resistance for the roof and walls by using wool blend insulation 

· use energy efficient appliances, solar panels and heat pump technology 

· centralise plumbing, insulate hot water cylinders and 'lag' hot water piping 

· consider resource efficiency, and strive for low maintenance. 

Water Conservation

· collect rainwater for external use i.e. garden/washing car 

· use water conserving appliances including toilets, shower, taps, washing machine and dish washer 

· reduce irrigation and surface water run-off . 

Building Materials

· use sustainable, certified, toxic treatment-free timber 

· select low volatile organic compounds (VOC) and toxic-free paints, finishes and adhesives 

· use materials that permit the building membrane to 'breathe' 

· apply natural floor surfaces such as tile, timber and linoleum 

· use sustainable solid timbers rather than processed composite sheet materials 

· use inert gypsum-based wall and ceiling linings. 

Low Environmental Impact

· create indoor/outdoor links and user-friendly transition areas 

· include water permeable landscape features 

· create edible gardens 

· establish home recycling bins and garden composting. 

Sustainability

· think globally -act locally 

· reduce CO2 production, ozone and resource depletion, rainforest destruction and erosion 

· encourage environmentally-friendly technologies and sustainable solutions 

Waste Reduction

· select materials using recycled components 

· design for re-use and recycling 

· control and reduce waste and packaging 

· reduce resource consumption. 

Health and Wellbeing

· meet the basic physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the home's residents 

· consider healthy lighting, colour and sound, controlled temperature and humidity and good indoor air quality to enhance the living environment 

· reduce formaldehyde emissions and use pollution fighting indoor plants 

· create an asthma aware home i.e. no fitted carpets, reduced ledges, low-allergen gardens 

· apply an integrated wiring system for lighting, power, security, fire alarm and audio facilities 

· design a safe and user-friendly home 

Economic Performance

· consider maintenance of the home plus initial 'running costs' pay-back period 

· strive for a balance between ecological integrity and economic viability. 

Community Support

· use local resources, skills, labour, crafts and art 

· consider local facilities and utilities 

· encourage community participation 

· integrate the streetscape and neighbourhood in the project. 

See the complete list at  http://www.waitakere.govt.nz/abtcit/ec/ecoinit/ecohsebrochure.asp
Activity: pick one thing from this list that you could change to make your house more energy efficient or ecologically friendly.

Want to find out more about building ecologically friendly housing? Why not have a look at 

http://www.ecohouse.co.uk
http://www.renewable-house.co.uk 
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Water is precious – save it, use it wisely
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We hope that you will want to stay and explore the other spaces available. You can refer back to the grid to decide what you want to move on to.
What do you want to do now? Where else will your journey take you?
Yellow journey 2,3,4 – text based exploration

Green journey 1,2,3,4 things to do, research, look at

Blue journey 1,2,3,4 scripture, prayers, music, reflection

Pink journey 1,2,3,4 spirituality based activities, following Jesus, changing our lives

�Should we have a named individual for each topic who ‘hosts’ the spaces – or have different people for different spaces within the topic or what?


�Perhaps have some way of marking out the host speaking?


�Dave – should there be a note about communicating blogs on the CTBI website or Dispossession website


�Taken by me


�Dave, do we need permission to use this. I’ve modified the text and taken out text specific to NZ
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