Unreconciled?

Notes for Group Leaders

We have produced resources for group work from our book Unreconciled? which can be downloaded and used in a variety of situations.  The complete set of resources consists of an introductory session plus 10 other sessions for group work which are based on the topic chapters in the book. It is possible to mix and match the different topics according to the interests, age and abilities of the group.

Each topic works with the concept of the ‘Unreconciled’ – especially people untouched or overlooked by the usual processes of Christian reconciliation. The book contains a full explanation of this concept and is application to situations in human life. 

Each session is laid out in the form of a learning journey which has the following features:

A suggested learning outcome for the group which will be facilitated by five forms of engagement, although these may also be mixed and matched or conducted over a period if time is short.

1. Starting Out – three possible activities are offered as a starting point for engagement with the topic and with suggestions for discussion and feedback

2. Going Deeper – a suggestion for Bible Study, including possibilities for mime and/or role play with particular emphasis on those who are members of an Unreconciled community within the text. Questions are provided to aid group discussion with some suggestions for particular engagement activities.

3. Moving on – a task for the group which requires the participants to engage with the local community in a way which raises awareness, provides interaction and fosters greater understanding of community issues. This item may require particular planning or be the focus of a day in itself. 

4. Resting on the Way – an opportunity to reflect theologically on the topic in relation to the group’s own experiences and with opportunities to look at how the local church might change and commit to a reconciling work or action as an outcome of the group’s work.

5. Gathering Up – a suggestion for a concluding prayer drawing the threads of the topic together.

Leading the group will be helped by reading the text of Unreconciled? and using the stories and illustrations provided in the chapters.
If you need further information about this resource you can contact Dr Anne Richards at anne.richards@c-of-e.org.uk 

s

Unreconciled?

Introductory Session 1: order and disorder in the world

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate order and disorder and become aware of the energy and work required to maintain order in our world (activity).

· Think about creation and destruction in relation to God’s covenant with human beings (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (restoring order) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about order and disorder 
· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection

1. Starting out –Activities

Investigating order and disorder
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Choose from the selection below.

A. Collect ten broken or dirty objects, - damaged toys, a letter or photo torn in two, a broken flowerpot, a muddy and torn T shirt etc

Divide people into three groups. Group one has cleaning materials, sellotape, glue (not superglue) string, needle and thread etc. Group two has pens, paints, glitter, ribbons and any other craft materials available.
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Group 1’s task is to repair 5 broken objects as best as they can in a time limit.

Group 2’s task is to do something with their 5 broken objects using their creative materials in the time limit.

Group 3 has to judge the objects after treatment and say what they think about the results.

As a whole group discuss together: When is mending the better option? When is doing something completely different with a damaged object a better option? How did you feel about the task?
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B. If you have a parent and toddler group or a school group, organize a children’s party with lots of messy food. When the children have finished having fun take photographs of the dirty plates, tables and paper cups. Get a cleaning team to keep note of what materials are required to clean up and to restore order and take some more photographs of the cleaning process. Get the cleaning team to reflect on the effort it takes to put everything away and restore order. How long did it take? How many people were required? What resources did you need? 

You can do this for any cleaning and tidying exercise, such as tiding away service sheets and hymn books after church or re-doing the flowers.

C. Find some simple jigsaws without too many pieces and divide into groups. Half the groups should make the jigsaws using the picture on the box. The other half should make their jigsaw without any reference to the picture. Compare notes on the process.
As a whole group discuss: what difference does having a vision of what you’re trying to achieve make to the process of reconstructing something broken?
2. Going Deeper - Bible study
You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play

Genesis 6. 11-18; 8. 21b-22; 9. 8-17
Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. 16 Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you.

The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: ‘Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 

  ‘As long as the earth endures, 
       seedtime and harvest, 
       cold and heat, 
       summer and winter, 
       day and night 
       will never cease.’
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: ‘I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you  and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth.  I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.’
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 And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,  I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.  Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.’
 So God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.’
Some questions for discussion:

· Who do you think are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· How do you feel about the phrase ‘every inclination of his heart is evil’?

· What do you feel about God’s response to the Unreconciled?

· Imagine you were Noah, what have you learned about God’s wish to be reconciled with human beings? (For example: in pairs, one person could think about all the things Noah left behind and which are lost, while the other could ‘count their blessings’ at having been saved. What situations might make you want to count your blessings in your own life?)
3. Moving On –Task in the Community
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Organize a litter picking day in your community. Take some photos of the exercise, including the amount of litter collected. What kinds of things did you find? How much of the litter could be recycled? 

Reflect on where else in the community there is disorder, mess or pointless waste. Identify one thing where you could make a difference by spending time clearing up or reducing the waste and commit to doing it as a project. 

4. Resting on the way - Theological reflection: 

Spend some time thinking about mess and disorder in our lives, in the Church, in the community and in the world. You might like to look at the stories offered in the introductory chapter in our book Unreconciled? It takes energy and effort to restore order and re-create God’s vision for our world. 

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to counteract mess, waste and disorder in our situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to make a difference in our situation?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will reduce or combat human waste and mess.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of the process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering up and going forward -Prayer
Lord,                                                                                                                                                                         We have torn your world apart;                                                                                                                                 it bleeds and reeks                                                                                                                                                     with our restless lives.                                                                                                                                           Yet you remain patient,







                                     stitching the fabric of the universe                                                                                                                     into seamless beauty.                                                                                                                                       Teach us how to mend and make new;                                                                                                                teach us how to sew the tapestry                                                                                                                         of your wonderful deeds.  Amen
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Unreconciled?
Session 2: Humanity and God

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about God’s reconciling work and our part in it

· Think about human beings and God in the story of Jonah (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (befriending and inviting) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to partake in reconciling work

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out  -Activities
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Choose from the selection below.

A. Get one or more people from the caring professions in your community to talk to the group about why they do the jobs they do. Invite people such as a doctor or nurse, teacher, social worker, police officer or member of the clergy. What motivates people to work for others and what satisfaction is gained by it?

B. Talk in pairs about the people who live in your street, working out from your immediate next door neighbours. 



Kenny Muir: Glasgow Tenements
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· How many people living near you do you not know anything about, and why?

· How friendly is your neighbourhood? 

· What would it take to make more friends and meet more neighbours?

C. Make a ‘sorry’ box out of an old tissue box or similar, - a box with a small slit in it. 

Encourage people to write a couple of lines about anything they regret or feel sorry for which has resulted in the loss of a relationship and post them in the sorry box. It does not have to be about something done wrong, just something regretted, like not having time to say goodbye before a person died. No-one is allowed to read another’s contribution.

Spend some time in quiet reflection imagining the regret being read and being put right.

· What would have to happen for it to be put right?

· What would it feel like?

Involve as many people as possible in a decision about the complete disposal of the sorry box, so that the regrets are destroyed, praying for release from the pain caused by regret and unfinished business.

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study
 You may like to have different people read sections or organise the story as a role play

Jonah ch 1, ch 2 1-10
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The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.’ But Jonah ran away from the LORD and Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying ‘Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.’ But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.  Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 
      But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. The captain went to him and said, ‘How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish.’ Then the sailors said to each other, ‘Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity.’ They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  So they asked him, ‘Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?’ He answered, ‘I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.’  This terrified them and they asked, ‘What have you done?’ (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)  The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, ‘What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?’  ‘Pick me up and throw me into the sea,’ he replied, ‘and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.’  Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before.  Then they cried to the LORD, ‘O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased.’ Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.

From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. He said: 


       ‘In my distress I called to the LORD, 
       and he answered me. 
       From the depths of the grave I called for help, 
       and you listened to my cry. 

      You hurled me into the deep, 
       into the very heart of the seas, 
       and the currents swirled about me; 
       all your waves and breakers 
       swept over me’.
       I said, 'I have been banished 
       from your sight; 
       yet I will look again 
       toward your holy temple.
       The engulfing waters threatened me, 
       the deep surrounded me; 
       seaweed was wrapped around my head. 

       To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 
       the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
       But you brought my life up from the pit, 
       O LORD my God. 

       When my life was ebbing away, 
       I remembered you, LORD, 
       and my prayer rose to you, 
       to your holy temple. 

       Those who cling to worthless idols 
       forfeit the grace that could be theirs. 

       But I, with a song of thanksgiving, 
       will sacrifice to you. 
       What I have vowed I will make good. 
       Salvation comes from the LORD.’ 

      And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.
Some questions to think about:
· Who do you think are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· How do you feel about ‘those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs’? How do you think that statement relates to the world around us today?

· Why do you think Jesus tells us that the sign of Jonah is the only sign that will be given to Jesus’ generation? (Matthew 12.38; 16.4; Luke 11.29)
· What can we learn from this story about how God calls us to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were one of the sailors, what would you learn from this experience? (for example: consider expressing this through your own drawing, diary, blog or prayer as if you were one of the sailors then share your thoughts with others in your group) 
3. Moving On - Task in the Community
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Identify a facility in your community or local area where people might be cut off from their families eg prison, hospital, refugee or asylum seeker facility, shelter for the homeless, or residential home. Find out as much information as you can about it, - how many people are there, how is it run, how it is funded, what sources of support the people there have. How can your group help foster genuine links with these people and help them feel more included?
5. Resting on the Way - Theological reflection

Read B’s story to the group

B’s story

I was 14 when I ran away from home. My parents didn’t want a girl and were always favouring my two brothers. I never felt loved or wanted and I was always called ‘stupid’ or ‘a waste of space’. I wasn’t physically or sexually abused, I just got more and more unhappy and everyone just ignored me or forgot about me. Sometimes my brothers got meals, but I got forgotten. When I wanted to watch TV I was told to go to bed. If I tried to talk, my family pretended I wasn’t there. So I ran away. At first I stayed with friends, but then they got fed up with me. I got drunk or took drugs. I started living on the street. I was so unhappy I wanted to die.

Ask the group: how do you feel about B’s story? 

Her biggest lifeline is her mobile phone, - in what ways can we use technology to overcome loneliness and loss of relationship?

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to build better relationships in our own situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to lonely and bereaved people in our situation and make the world around us neighbourly?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help make the Unreconciled ones feel more included.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

6. Gathering Up - Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                              You are willing to wait forever                                                                                                                           Holding out your hand                                                                                                                                            To those who are frozen into silence,                                                                                                                    To those who have forgotten how to move,                                                                                                         To those who cannot believe in love,                                                                                                                      To those who believe themselves unworthy.

We would be your hands in your loved world,                                                                                             Speaking words of comfort into silence,                                                                                                          Helping the unmoving take first steps,                                                                                                            Teaching the unloved ones how to love,                                                                                                           Shining light on all who drift in shadow.  Amen
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Unreconciled?

Session 3: Speaking and Listening

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about how we use language to engage people or push people away

· Think about the kind of language Jesus used (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task based on careful use of words in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about how we use our faith story as reconciling language

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting out - Activities
Choose from the selection below.

A. Exclamations!!!  and questions???
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Ask people to think about the last time they had a row with somebody. Did the other person say things which wounded them? Did they say anything deliberately hurtful?  Even if they were really angry, were there things they were tempted to say but couldn’t go that far? Ask the group to talk in pairs about what arguing makes you feel like inside. What kind of language do you need to make up after a row?

Now ask the group to think about a time when they were trying to make friends or to comfort somebody. What kind of things did they say? What does it feel like to try and reach out to someone you don’t know very well? How do you keep a new conversation going? 

You could write key words up on a flip chart or on post-its  and compare the ‘angry’ words with the ‘kind’ words.

Or: an advertisement for mobile phones suggested that hearing an old song would make you remember an important relationship. What song would make you call someone you hadn’t spoken to in a long time, and why?

B. On a board write up some headings:

Anger, hatred, blame, offensive language, blasphemy

Ask people to choose words which fit into the different categories (you can use magnetic words, post-its or similar if you like). 

· Ask people if they can say which of these words makes them feel particularly uncomfortable and why. 

· How do people feel when these words occur in TV programmes and films?

C. ‘Jackal’ language and ‘Giraffe’ Language

Look at this famous exchange between a politician: Michael Howard and a broadcaster: Jeremy Paxman. Two people might want to read it out.

Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: I was not entitled to instruct Derek Lewis and I did not instruct him.
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: The truth of the matter is that Mr. Marriot was not suspended-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: I did not overule Derek Lewis-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: -I took advice on what I could or could not do-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: -and acted scrupulously in accordance with that advice. I did not overule Derek Lewis-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: -Mr. Marriot would not suspend him-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: I have accounted for my decision to dismiss Derek Lewis-
Paxman: Did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: -in great detail before the House of Commons-
Paxman: I note that you're not answering the question whether you threatened to overule him.
Howard: Well, the important aspect of this which it's very clear to bear in mind-
Paxman: I'm sorry, I'm going to be frightfully rude but - I'm sorry - it's a straight yes-or-no question and a straight yes-or-no answer: did you threaten to overule him?
Howard: I discussed the matter with Derek Lewis. I gave him the benefit of my opinion. I gave him the benefit of my opinion in strong language, but I did not instruct him because I was not, er, entitled to instruct him. I was entitled to express my opinion and that is what I did.
Paxman: With respect, that is not answering the question of whether you threatened to overule him.
Howard: It's dealing with the relevant point which was what I was entitled to do and what I was not entitled to do, and I have dealt with this in detail before the House of Commons and before the select committee.
Paxman: But with respect you haven't answered the question of whether you threatened to overule him.
Howard: Well, you see, the question is...
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Jeremy Paxman never got a straight answer using this confrontational ‘jackal language’ technique.

· How else might it be possible to find out what the answer to the question was? 

· What would it feel like to be questioned in this way?

· In what situations do people feel pressurized by a questioner (eg cold calls. Salesmen, teachers, policemen etc)

· What do you feel about Jeremy Paxman’s interviewing technique as opposed to the chat show host?

· Who do you think is the most sympathetic interviewer in the media, and why?
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2. Going Deeper- Bible Study

You might want to ask some people to read the story aloud or organise it as a role play

John 4 1-30
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Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman 

The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’  ’Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?’  Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’  The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.’  He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’  ’I have no husband,’ she replied.  Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.’  ’Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’  Jesus declared, ‘Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.’  The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.’  Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you am he.’ 

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, ‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why are you talking with her?’  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?’ They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 

· Who do you think are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· How does Jesus bridge the gap between types of people who never speak to one another?

· How does Jesus use the basic everyday need of drawing water to teach the woman something important about God? How could we follow his example in our own situation?

· Who do you think are ‘the kind of worshippers the Father seeks’?

· What can we learn from this story about how God calls us to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were the woman. What would you learn from this experience? (For example: in pairs work out what the woman might have said when she explained things to the villagers – you could develop a dialogue between her and her best friend; then read your dialogues to one another. Highlight what you have learnt from each other’s accounts)
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Design an event that will be welcoming and accessible to everyone in the community regardless of faith or background. It could be a concert, book or poetry readings, a school event, or festival event, or something already in the calendar like a nativity play. Look carefully at the language of the event, what is being said, what is being said or sung together, what people are being asked to listen to. How does the language, music or drama of the event invite or prompt people to think about faith and how could the event provide space to allow people to explore faith questions and ideas?
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4. Resting on the Way - Theological reflection

Read this passage to the group

‘Why did I tell you those three stories?’…                                                                                                ‘Idunnomiss’                                                                                                                                                         Miss Massey hit him on both sides of the head, precisely with either hand, a word and a blow.                                                                                                                             ‘God- ‘                                                                                                                                                                      Smack!                                                                                                                                                                        ‘-is-‘                                                                                                                                                                          Smack!                                                                                                                                                                      ‘-‘-love! ‘                                                                                                                                                                 Smack! Smack! Smack!

William Golding Free Fall
Do you think people sometimes experience the gospel in this extreme fashion? 

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts of communication has God given us to reach out to others in our own situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to tell our story of faith sensitively to people in our community?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help make the Unreconciled ones feel their voices have been heard.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up - Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                           You offer us a gracious speech,                                                                                                                                    a speech you have written in us                                                                                                                                 to be spoken to the world.                                                                                                                                        Help us not to twist your words,                                                                                                                            not to say what suits us or gloss over                                                                                                                      the message of your love,                                                                                                                                          but speak always of your gift to us,                                                                                                                          tell everyone the joy of your good news. Amen
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Unreconciled?

Session 4: Lies and Truth

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about how people are damaged by lies

· Think about how lies separate us from God’s love (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (sharing truth) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about lies and truth

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out - Activities
Etan J Tal ‘What is Truth?’ Sacrada Familia Barcelona

Choose from the selection below.

A.  truth and lies game 

Give out some paper and pens.

Ask the group to write two truths and a lie about themselves. Choose things that might convince others that truth is a lie and the lie is true. 

For example: I was born in London (true), I have four sisters (true), I am a vegetarian (false)

In pairs, get people to discuss their true/untrue statements with each other with the task of getting your partner to think your lie is true and one of your true statements is false. Don’t own up at this stage even if the other person has guessed correctly.

As a whole group, get each person to read out their statements and get the group to vote true or false. 

Gather feedback about the ease or difficulty of spotting truth and lies

B. Stereotypes

Find some jokes in a book or on the internet which suggest:

· Irish people are stupid

· Scots people are mean

· Blonde women are stupid

· Jewish mothers are obsessed with their sons

Now consider the following statements:

· Black people are inferior to white people

· Women are inferior to men

· Asylum seekers and refugees are scroungers

· Disabled people are better off dead

Ask the group to discuss: what’s the difference between a joke and dangerous devaluing of human beings?

C. Consider this story

Alhaji was a child soldier in Sierra Leone. He has been able to move from soldier to peace maker and to tell his story to the UN Security Council. 

Alhaji's story

‘In 1997, when I was 10 years old, I went on Christmas holiday to my uncle,’ Alhaji told the Security Council. ‘During the second week, we heard that the rebels were 10 miles away from us. We ran into the bush to hide. On the second night, my elder brother and I went to look for water to do the cooking, and we ran into the rebels. We were taken back to our village where we were tied up, beaten and kept in the hot burning sun. Many houses were burnt down and people killed. My uncle was later killed.

‘That same night we were ordered by the rebels to go with them to their base behind Kabala Town. We walked for about 10 days in the bush, resting for only a few hours in between, mostly on empty stomachs. On arrival we were trained for a week to shoot and dismantle AK47 guns. Thereafter I was used to fighting. We killed people, burnt down houses, destroyed properties and cut limbs. But most of the time I went on food raids and did domestic work for my commander's wife. This is because I was so skinny.

‘In January 2000, two years after my capture, UN peacekeepers met with our commander to explain the DDR [Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-integration] process. Within two days more than 250 children were released. We were taken to a care centre in Lunsar and I was later handed over to [the local non-governmental organization] Caritas Makeni for care and protection …

‘I was put in a community school together with other children. The children were not friendly to us. They kept calling us 'rebel children'. So Caritas had several meetings with various community people to forgive and accept us. This worked very well, because at the end of the year a woman from the community agreed to foster me. I am still living with her, because my family has not been found yet …

‘I thank you for inviting me to tell my story on behalf of my brothers and sisters in Sierra Leone and in other countries at war. I hope that in all countries the government and the UN will listen to 
children and take our words into account. We want a better life. We want peace. We are counting on your continued support for this
.’

Find other such stories of people who have been forced to live a lie. Make a list of what kinds of liberating work can dispel the lie and allow the truth to be revealed. Are any such people present in our communities? If so, what can be done to help them?


Pierre Holtz / UNICEF CAR
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2. Going Deeper - Bible Study
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Peter denies Jesus
You can get people to read the story aloud or organise it as a role play

Luke 22.54-62

Peter Disowns Jesus 

Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, ‘This man was with him.’ 

 But he denied it. ‘Woman, I don't know him,’ he said. 

 A little later someone else saw him and said, ‘You also are one of them.’ 
      ’Man, I am not!’ Peter replied. 

 About an hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.’ 

 Peter replied, ‘Man, I don't know what you're talking about!’ Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly.

· How do you think concealing the truth affects Peter in this story?

· Peter denies categorically that he is associated with Jesus, even though those around him suspect that he is a disciple. How can we help those who are afraid to acknowledge Jesus to do so safely and freely? Can you think of situations in different countries or under other regimes where it might be necessary or permitted to conceal the truth of discipleship/commitment to Christ ?
· What do you think is the significance of Jesus knowing that Peter will deny him?

· What can we learn from this story about how God calls us to tell the truth about Christian faith?

· Imagine you were Peter, how do you think you would have been changed by this experience? (For example: role play a conversation with John and Peter through which John finds out what has happened to Peter. What might John say to help Peter? OR do a similar exercise with Mary Magdalene and Peter. Consider other situations where people ‘betray’ someone close to them eg when people write memoirs or give interviews about their relationships. Talk together about differences and similarities in the situations and the betrayed person’s responses)
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Invite any people you know from your local community who have to deal with issues of lies and truth to talk about the difficulties in sorting out what people say. Such people could include police officers, teachers, social workers or magistrates. Discuss with them how they make decisions about truth and how they act on those decisions.
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4. Resting on the Way - Theological reflection

Read this story to the group

Grace’s story

It started at school. Somebody who didn’t like me started a rumour that I stole a CD from a shop. I denied it to anyone who asked, but after a week everyone believed I was stealing CDs. Some people started pestering me to get them CDs. Soon it was everywhere and when someone lost some money I got blamed as a thief. I was going mad. My teacher asked me if I was stealing things and I got flustered and upset because I couldn’t explain that I wasn’t and hadn’t done anything wrong. Even when the rumour got so out of hand that the first person said it was made up, no one believed her. In everyone’s mind I was a thief. It made my life a misery.

Ask the group to discuss: how do you feel about Grace’s story? 
With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to tell the truth about the people in our community?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to rectify injustice caused by lies and concealment of the truth?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help make the Unreconciled ones feel their story has been told.

How can we nurture it? How can you support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up- Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                       We pray for all those held captive by untruth,                                                                                                   People who have been lied to                                                                                                                               People who have been lied about,                                                                                                                       People who have been forced to live a lie every day.

Your way is truth and it is life;                                                                                                                                 Help us to break down the web of lies,                                                                                                                      To clear a space for grief and painful stories,                                                                                                            So that your light and peace                                                                                                                                       Can find a new place in the hearts of all. Amen
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Unreconciled?
Session 5: Victimised and Victimisers

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about victimhood and the place of the victimised among the Unreconciled

· Think about the victimised and victimisers in scripture (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (victim support) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to partake in reconciling work among the victimised and victimisers

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection




Children´s section of Camargo Chihuahua´s graveyard

Tomas Castelazo
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1 Starting out - Activities
Choose from the selection below.

A. Make a list of people who can be considered ‘victims’ in our society, using newspapers and/or the internet. How many different kinds of ‘victims’ are there? Also look up what kind of victim support groups exist and investigate if any are active in your area. 
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B. If anyone in your community is a Samaritan, invite them to speak about their experiences of volunteer work. Otherwise consider their mission and vision statement:

Vision Mission and Values

The Vision

Samaritans Vision is that fewer people die by suicide.

The Mission

We work to achieve this Vision by making it our Mission to alleviate emotional distress and reduce the incidence of suicide feelings and suicidal behaviour.

We do this by: 

· Being available 24 hours a day to provide emotional support for people who are experiencing feelings of emotional distress or despair, including those which may lead to suicide 

· Reaching out to high risk groups and communities to reduce the risk of suicide 

· Working in partnership with other organisations, agencies and experts 

· Influencing public policy and raising awareness of the challenges of reducing suicide 

The Values

We are committed to the following values:

· Listening, because exploring feelings alleviates distress and helps people to reach a better understanding of their situation and the options open to them 

· Confidentiality, because if people feel safe, they are more likely to be open about their feelings 

· People making their own decisions wherever possible, because we believe that people have the right to find their own solution and telling people what to do takes responsibility away from them 

· Being non-judgemental, because we want people to be able to talk to us without fear of prejudice or rejection 

· Human contact, because giving people time, undivided attention and empathy meets a fundamental emotional need and reduces distress and despair
 

· How does this mission and these values engage with the world of the Unreconciled?

· Would you want to add anything else to the engagement with despairing people?

C. Watch clips from a film such as The Others. Some questions about the film might include:

· What does The Others teach us about the Unreconciled state of ‘victims’?

· In the story, Nicole Kidman’s character believes herself victimised by outside forces or ghosts.  What effect does her behaviour have on those around her?

· How do you think her family could be helped or saved?

· What does the background of war have to do with the state of the people in the film?

· In what ways might you feel sorry for Nicole Kidman’s character?

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study

You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a mime or dance
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Isaiah 53.1.12

He was despised and rejected by men, 
       a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 
       Like one from whom men hide their faces 
       he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 Surely he took up our infirmities 
       and carried our sorrows, 
       yet we considered him stricken by God, 
       smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
       he was crushed for our iniquities; 
       the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
       and by his wounds we are healed. 

 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
       each of us has turned to his own way; 
       and the LORD has laid on him 
       the iniquity of us all. 

 He was oppressed and afflicted, 
       yet he did not open his mouth; 
       he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
       and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, 
       so he did not open his mouth. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
       And who can speak of his descendants? 
       For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
       for the transgression of my people he was stricken.

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
       and with the rich in his death, 
       though he had done no violence, 
       nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
       and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, 
       he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
       and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

After the suffering of his soul, 
       he will see the light of life and be satisfied  ; 
       by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
       and he will bear their iniquities. 

 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
       and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  
       because he poured out his life unto death, 
       and was numbered with the transgressors. 
       For he bore the sin of many, 
       and made intercession for the transgressors.
· Who is the Unreconciled one in this passage and what is his situation?

· The passage states that ‘the punishment that brought us peace was upon him’ How do you feel about a God who requires punishment for peace? How does this statement relate to the world around us today?

· How does this passage prefigure what happened to Jesus?

· What can we learn from this story about God’s own reconciling work?

· How do you think a scapegoat would feel?  See the rite described in Leviticus 16.20-22. Also see John 1.29 and Hebrews chs 9-10. (For example: ask each member of the group to EITHER draw a sketch to show hoe a person might express through their body position that they are ‘unreconciled’ or to show this through their own body posture. Then invite other members of the group to share what this communicates to them eg rejection, loneliness, anger etc)
3. Moving on – Task in the Community
Make contact with any victim support groups in your local area. Find what they do and look at how your local church or fellowship could help to support their activities. 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.victimsupport.org.uk" 
www.victimsupport.org.uk
 

4. Resting on the Way -Theological reflection

Read this story to the group

I and thousands like me have forsaken everything for what we believe. Our driving motivation doesn't come from tangible commodities that this world has to offer. Your democratically elected Governments continuously perpetuate atrocities against my people all over the world, and your support of them makes you directly responsible. Until we feel security, you will be our targets and until you stop the bombing, gassing, imprisonment and torture of my people, we will not stop this fight. We are at war and I'm a soldier, now you too will taste the reality of this situation.
 

Mohammed Siddique Khan, one of the London suicide bombers of July 7th 2005

Ask the group to discuss: in your view, was Mohammed Siddique Khan one of the victimised, a victimiser or both?

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to help us care for the victimised and understand the behaviour of victimisers?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to the victimised and restore them to equality with all other people?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help improve the lives of victimised people in our communities.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up -Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                           You entered the world of the Unreconciled                                                                                                         You were despised and rejected                                                                                                                          Terrible things were done to you                                                                                                                       No one fought to save you                                                                                                                                       And you did not save yourself.                                                                                                                                 Yet through your suffering                                                                                                                                   Others believed                                                                                                                                                           And you promised the criminal                                                                                                                                He would walk with you in Paradise.                                                                                                                       Help us to raise the victimised                                                                                                                                 From their place of desolation                                                                                                                                     And give them the hope                                                                                                                                                    of your risen glory. Amen
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Unreconciled? 

Session 6:  Punishment and Liberation

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about the prison community as the Unreconciled

· Think about issues of punishment and restoration in scripture (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (reaching out to offenders and victims) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to partake in reconciling work among offenders

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting out - Activities
Choose from the selection below.

A. Invite a member of the local police force, probation officer or magistrate to give their account of the effects of crime on both offenders and victims of crime. Find out what their views are on how the issues of punishment and liberation should be handled.



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Prison.jpg 
B. Ask the group if anyone or anyone they know has been the object of a crime. What was it like and how did they feel about what happened? Was the perpetrator caught and if so how did that feel?

C. Ask the group to discuss the issue of punishment. Is there such a thing as an appropriate or satisfactory punishment?

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study 
You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play
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Stained glass from a church in Mielno, Poland

Matthew 14. 22-33

Jesus Walks on the Water 

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It's a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in fear. 

 But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.’ 

 ’Lord, if it's you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ 

 ’Come,’ he said. 

   Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 

 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’ 

 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 

· Who is the Unreconciled one in this passage and what is his situation?

· Jesus says ‘you of little faith, why did you doubt?’ What do you think this means and how does this statement relate to the world around us today?

· Why do you think prisoners identify especially with this passage?

· What can we learn from this story about God’s own reconciling work?

· Imagine you were Peter. How do you think he felt when he started to drown? OR imagine you were one of the other disciples. How did you feel when you saw Peter sinking? (Another possibility would be for the group to consider what soundtrack could accompany the story – what sort of music would you choose to illustrate it and why?) 
3. Moving On –Task in the Community
Set up an Amnesty Day or Event which could allow people to give up weapons, leave prayers for people they have hurt, or teach people about the sacrament of reconciliation. Alternatively set up a display to make people aware of charities and projects aimed at helping prisoners and victims of crime.
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4. Resting on the Way - Theological reflection

Read this story to the group

A man joined the BNP as a candidate because he does not feel that the murderer of his teenaged son received a long enough sentence. He said that this was the only way he could achieve justice for his son.

Ask the group to discuss: what does this story tell us about the nature of our society? What do you think God’s way would be? 

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to build better relationships between offenders and victims of crime?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to offenders and victims of crime in our own situation?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help the cause of Restorative Justice.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of it and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up - Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                         When did we ever see you naked,                                                                                                                      Hungry or thirsty,                                                                                                                                                   Shivering in corners,                                                                                                                                                Locked in a cell?

Surely you are Lord of all,                                                                                                                                                You are not to be found                                                                                                                                          Among the thieves, the murderers                                                                                                                         The heroin addicts and among all                                                                                                                            That you are not?

Help us to see that Love                                                                                                                                         Makes you cast off your cloak,                                                                                                                               Give away your food,                                                                                                                                                    Walk into prison

To the utmost depths.                                                                                                                                                 Help us to remember you                                                                                                                                          And so remember all                                                                                                                                                  You would bring back to light. Amen
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Unreconciled?
Session 7: Wounds and Healing

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about God’s desire to heal what is wounded

· Think about Jesus’ healing miracles (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (healing service) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to partake in healing work

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out - Activities

Choose from the selection below.

A. Ask the group to share any experiences of being in hospital. What was it like to be a patient and what was it like to go home again?
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B. Ask people to consider the cases of Arianto and Ney (you will have to look back to the chapter material in Unreconciled? or look them up on the website http://www.channel4.com/health/microsites/M/my_new_face/index.html ). How would you feel if it was your child who was cast out because they looked different? 

C. Ask people to share any stories of living with chronic disease such as asthma, arthritis, diabetes, etc. What does healing mean in the context of an ongoing but non life threatening health problem? What relationship does living with disease or disability have to healing? 

2. Going Deeper -Bible Study 
You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play
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Luke 8 26-33

They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!’ For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 

 Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ 

   ’Legion,’ he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. 

 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return home and tell how much God has done for you.’ So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

· Who is the Unreconciled in this story and what is his situation?

· Why is everyone so frightened of what Jesus did? How does that statement relate to the world around us today?

· What mission does Jesus give the healed man and what lesson can we learn from it?

· What can you learn from this story about how God calls us to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were the Gerasene demoniac. What do you think he learned from this experience? (For example: divide a sheet of paper in two. Use some abstract colours to express how the man might have felt before he met Jesus and after he was healed.  Show each other your work and invite others to say what your colours suggest to them. OR together write a short drama about the man’s return to the village and how he would explain what had happened to him).
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Organise a service to pray for healing in the community. 

Theological reflection

Read this story to the group

The face looking back at me wasn’t mine so I wasn’t me. So who the hell was I? I’ll tell you who the hell I was – I was Mr Nobody. I certainly didn’t want to be the bloke in the mirror or the bloke that people in the street stared at aghast at and turned away from in embarrassment and disbelief, well there are several ways out of situations like that, you can either stay clear of the mirror, don’t go out in daylight when other people are around or stay in your room with the curtains drawn so you can’t look into your Mum’s eyes and then you can drink yourself stupid or go down to the pub at night and get smashed and embarrass yourself and everybody else. You see I was beginning to act as terrible as I looked. 

Simon Weston, horrendously burned on the Sir Galahad during the Falkland’s war

Ask the group to discuss what role wounds and healing have to play in self-esteem and personal identity.
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With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to offer Christian healing in our own situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to make that healing ministry available in our situation?

Where can it be born? Identify one healing action we can commit to which will help make the Unreconciled ones feel their wounds are being addressed.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5.Gathering Up- Prayer 
Prayer to the Compassionate Christ

Lord Jesus,                                                                                                                                                               We do not want to suffer alone or for no purpose.                                                                                               Remind us often that you experienced the weaknesses, trials and sufferings of being human – and that you did that to save us.                                                                                                                                     May your sufferings and wounds bring us life, healing and hope even now.                                                 We press our open wounds to your precious wounds                                                                                    That we may be united to you and to your will for us.                                                                                       May we receive your comfort, compassion and courage                                                                                     And may we bring comfort, compassion and courage to others.                                                                                      Pour your healing love into us and through us may it also bless and heal others.                                     Amen
Andrew Brookes
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Unreconciled?
Session 8:  Separation and Unity

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate the things which separate us from neighbour

· Think about issues of separation and unity in scripture (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (overcoming history) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to work for unity 

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out -Activities

Choose from the selection below.

A. Ask the group beforehand to talk to people in your neighbourhood about where they see divisions in your community, or look at local newspapers to identify those divisions. Any there any issues which your local newspapers are missing, - could you write about these to your local paper to highlight them?

B. Ask the group to share stories of any people in their families, neighbours or friends who stopped talking to them, lost contact with them or fell out with them in some way. How did the separation happen and what did it take to heal the breach? What happens in those cases where separations never get reconciled?

C. Ask the group to consider where diversity adds to richness in the community. What is enjoyable about encountering different lifestyles, cultures, religions, etc? Are there occasions where diversity is too much to take in or cope with, or becomes confusing or even alienating? 
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2. Going Deeper  - Bible Study 
You might want to read this passage aloud 

Ephesians 2.11-22

One in Christ 

 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (that done in the body by the hands of men)— remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

· Who are the Unreconciled in this passage and what is their situation?

· What kinds of problems are there in making two very difficult communities become one? How does that statement relate to the world around us today?

· What has to happen before people no longer feel ‘foreign’ or ‘alien’ in a community? 

· What can we learn from this story about how God calls us to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were part of the early Christian communities. What would be your thoughts about this vision of common fellowship? (For example, EITHER work out a dialogue between a Jew and a Greek hearing this in Ephesus – what might they say to each other about their feelings and the practical challenges, OR do the same for a modern division within the church.  OR imagine you are in a charge of a reconciliation meeting between the Jew and the Greek. How would you get them to talk honestly about the damage each has done to the other? Create a structure for the conversation and see where it goes.
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Ask the group to find time to attend a service or event in a church of another denomination. Ask the group later to compare experiences. Who did you meet? What was the service or the event like? What things felt familiar and what strange. Would you want to go back and why?
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4. Resting on the Way - Theological reflection:

Make copies of this material from the Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland (formerly ECONI)  and distribute to the group

Vision
We desire to see the Christian community in Ireland nurture a radical biblical faith in God, who in Jesus Christ reconciles the world, restores human relationships and redeems all of life and creation. 

Mission
We are committed to develop the knowledge and personal skills needed among Christians and churches to serve their communities at critical points of cultural contention, communal conflict and social change, by becoming a place where they can access biblical resources and practical support. 

Focus
We will engage creatively with the change in culture and values that shape the contemporary context in which the church seeks to nurture and express biblical faith through its worship and witness, with a focus on three priority areas: 

· Conflict: To develop appropriate theological and practical resources to enable people to contribute to conflict transformation and reconciliation.

· Community: To promote a biblical understanding of good relations to enable churches, individuals and communities to explore diversity in all its forms and contribute to an inclusive and respectful society.

· Citizenship: To address the relationship between faith and politics, moral values and public policy, discipleship and national identity, providing a biblical perspective for debate and action as the church participates in the public square.  
http://www.contemporarychristianity.net/about%20us/ourmission.htm 

Ask the group to discuss this vision statement and to consider what kind of vision statement your own Christian community could produce. What would be different about such a statement and how would it be relevant to the place where you live?

With these things in mind, consider these questions.
Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to overcome long standing barriers between neighbours and communities?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to the alienated and foreign people in our own situation?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help make the Unreconciled ones feel more included.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up - Prayer  

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                               Help us to overcome our histories,                                                                                                                             Our long ago memories of rights and wrongs,                                                                                                              The people we feared, the people we shunned.                                                                                                   Help us to see you in everyone we meet,                                                                                                                                To assume that goodness lives in every person                                                                                                               And find beyond our familiar friends and family,                                                                                                                                        Neighbours of all kinds waiting to be embraced. Amen
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Unreconciled?

Session 9: Self and Other

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about ourselves in relation to the Other

· Think about Unreconciled peoples becoming neighbours (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (befriending and inviting) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to partake in reconciling work towards the Other

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out - Activities

Choose from the selection below.

A. Ask the group to imagine life in heaven and to list who they would like to see there. Who is not included in such a picture and why not?



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Giovanni_di_Paolo_003.jpg 

B. Ask the group to share holiday and travel experiences in foreign countries, perhaps by sharing photographs or a video. What was strange and unfamiliar about new places? What was it like to learn a language or make new friends?

C. Ask the group to divide into pairs and imagine what it might be like to be locked in a room with a stranger. While you are waiting to be let out, what would you talk about to break the silence? What would you be willing to share?

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study 
You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play




http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_good_samaritan_(after_Delacroix).jpg 

Luke 10 30-37

Good Samaritan

In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 

 ’Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’ 

 The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’ 
      Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’
· Who are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· What do you think the injured man felt about being ignored and then helped by an ‘enemy’?

· How do you think people reacted when asked who was truly the injured man’s neighbour?

· What can you learn from this story about how God calls us to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were the priest or the Levite, - what were you thinking when you ignored the injured man? (OR: imagine the Levite catches up with the priest and they talk about what they have seen and why they didn’t help. Improvise their conversation. Did this draw them together or push them apart?)
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Identify a group of Other in the local situation or in the wider community. These could be people of another faith, travellers or asylum seekers for example. Find out all you can about them and their way of life, their beliefs and customs. Then ask half the group to make a presentation acting as advocates for the Others if they want to use the church hall, send their children to the Church school, receive help or benefits from the church.
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Afghan refugee porter
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4. Resting on the way -Theological reflection

You might like to read this story to the group

An elderly woman put an advertisement in a local paper to rent one of her spare rooms to a female lodger. She was very surprised when all the people who replied were foreign students. She opted for a young woman from Taiwan who startled the houseowner by cooking unfamiliar dishes in the kitchen and meditating in the living room. As time went on, the houseowner came to look forward to the smell of cooking and was delighted to be invited to share meals with her young lodger. The younger woman also taught her to meditate when she felt worried or upset so that she felt calmer and more able to cope. In return the houseowner taught the student to knit and helped her with her English.

Ask the group to discuss what we could offer to a visitor from another country if they came to stay in our homes on an exchange visit. What would you learn on the exchange?

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to build better relationships with those unlike ourselves?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to the Other in your own situation and make the world around us neighbourly?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help make the Others around us feel more included.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up- Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                                Help us to turn strangers into friends,                                                                                                                 Learning each other’s language                                                                                                                           Knowing each other’s culture,                                                                                                                              Finding out what makes them love, laugh, cry,                                                                                                             Turn to us in time of need.                                                                                                                                             Help us always to see the Other                                                                                                                                          As a treasure house of riches                                                                                                                                          Put there by you for us to discover                                                                                                                               And may they find treasure in us, too.  Amen
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Unreconciled?

Session 9:  Condemnation and Forgiveness

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about condemnation and forgiveness in our own lives

· Think about condemnation and forgiveness in scripture (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (forgiveness project) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions about God’s call to us to understand and effect forgiveness

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection

· [image: image51.jpg]



And Jesus Wept, Oklahoma City, USA
http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/79191
1. Starting Out -Activities

Choose from the selection below.

A. Ask the group to divide into pairs and discuss whether they have ever been accused of something they didn’t do, or were at the wrong end of a misunderstanding. What did it feel like to be ‘in the wrong’ and how did it get sorted out?
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B. Ask the group to consider this scenario in small groups: a person steals your purse/wallet and you spend all day cancelling your cards and reporting the loss to the police. Later the same day the police phone you and say the thief is in custody. You go down the station to get your property back and learn that the thief wants to apologise to you. How do you feel about that and what would you want to say to the thief or hear from the thief? Is there anything you would want to say to the police?

C. Invite the group to consider this scenario in pairs: your sister has fallen out with the rest of your family. She cuts off communication with you and stops sending cards or presents to you and your children, who don’t understand. When your brother gets married she sends a rude letter saying she has no intention of coming to the wedding. Three years later, she suddenly rings up and asks if anyone in the family is still cross with her. What might you say?

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study

You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play




http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:GuercinoAdultress1621Dulwich.jpg 

John 8. 1-11

Woman taken in adultery

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

   But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 

 ’No one, sir,’ she said. 
      ’Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’
· Who are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· What does this passage teach about condemnation and forgiveness? How does it relate to the world around you today?

· Why does Jesus say what he does to the woman?

· What can you learn from this story about how God calls people to do reconciling work among others?

· Imagine you were the woman, what did you learn from this experience? (For example: The woman meets up with some of her female friends who have seen the incident from afar.  What questions might they ask and how might she respond?   OR As a group, select various characters in this story, and then mime the whole incident.  Afterwards share the emotions and thoughts you experienced in doing this.)
3. Moving On –Task in the Community
Organise an amnesty day or service for your church or fellowship with a version of the ‘sorry box’ from ‘Humanity and God’. Make a space before the altar and invite people to take a symbolic object such as a stone or a ribbon and to think about that object representing whatever they want to be forgiven. The stones, ribbons etc are then placed before the altar as each person says a silent prayer asking for forgiveness. When this is done, the stones, ribbons etc can be made into a pattern or structure. At the conclusion of the service, each person can be given a card or object on the way out which symbolises the assurance of God’s forgiveness to all who truly repent. 
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4. Resting on the way - Theological reflection

Read this story from the Forgiveness Project to the group

In my work with RoadPeace most of the victims or bereaved families I see say they would like to forgive but can’t. However they do eventually reach a place of ease and move beyond anger. Sometimes people tell me that the person who caused the accident hasn’t been punished enough. I understand where they’re coming from but I always say ‘what’s enough? No one will ever be punished enough.’ Occasionally people really don’t want to forgive and I find that sad because I’m in no doubt that not forgiving is detrimental. Bitterness builds up and spreads out to other people: marriages break up, people fall ill or lose their jobs. I think everyone has the capacity to forgive but they sometimes need help finding those inner resources.

Revd Simon Wilson of RoadPeace, himself a victim of a hit and run accident

Ask the group to discuss whether a person can ever be punished ‘enough’.  

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to offer and receive forgiveness in our own situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to reach out to enable and equip people to journey towards forgiveness in their own lives?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help Unreconciled people make sense of forgiveness.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up - Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                              When we stand together,                                                                                                                                         Murmuring at another                                                                                                                                             Holding our stones,                                                                                                                                                    Feeling them cool and hard in our hands,                                                                                                                    Cool the righteous anger in our hearts,                                                                                                                         Take the stones from our hand                                                                                                                                           The planks from our eyes                                                                                                                                                 And let us see you,                                                                                                                                                          Offering your forgiveness                                                                                                                                                So that we, too, forgive. Amen


 Christ healing the blind
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Unreconciled?

Session 11: Hell and Heaven

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:

· Investigate ideas about hell and heaven and become aware of those living in a hell on earth

· Think about hell and heaven in relation to Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus (bible study)

· Carry out a simple reconciling task (‘a glimpse of heaven’) in the community

· Reflect theologically on key questions on the hell of the Unreconciled and the reconciled state of heaven

· Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection
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1. Starting Out - Activities

Choose from the selection below.

A. Organise a talk from a local history society or get older members of the congregation to talk about what life was like in your area during the Second World War. If your area was bombed, what has happened since to rebuild and reconstruct buildings? 

B. Visit a war memorial and make a note of all or some of the names. In pairs write some thoughts or a short letter to the future from the dead person about their hopes and dreams for the survivors of the war. 




Names on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial, Washington, D.C.

David Bjorgen

C. Cut out pictures and headlines from magazines and newspapers or download images from the internet to make a collage to illustrate ‘hell on earth’.

· What would it take to change these images to places of peace and beauty?

· What organisations and charities are you aware of working for change in this way?

· Consider how you could offer support or set up a project to make a difference in your local situation. 

2. Going Deeper - Bible Study

You might want to read this passage aloud or organise it as a role play
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Luke 16.19-31
The rich man and Lazarus 

 ’There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 ’The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

 ’But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 

 ’He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

 ’Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 

 ’ 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 

 ’He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' ‘
· Who are the Unreconciled in this story and what is their situation?

· How do you feel about ‘they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead’? How does that statement relate to the world around us today?

· What is Jesus telling us in this parable about ideas of heaven and hell?

· What can you learn from this parable about how God wants us to behave towards others?

· What do you think might have happened to the five brothers?  (For example: the five brothers meet after the burial of their brother and wonder how they should use his wealth which they inherit.  Talk through as a small group [each person could be one of the brothers] what they might say to each other, especially as Lazarus and the rich man died around the same time!)
3. Moving On – Task in the Community
Visit a park, heritage site or conservation area. Find an area around the church or in the community, - the churchyard, an allotment, or an old shed and make a project to offer people a ‘glimpse of heaven’. This task could also be annexed to a patronal festival, flower or harvest festival, a concert or school event. 
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4.  Resting on the Way - Theological reflection

In the very depths of hell, Dante finds Judas being eternally tortured. Imagine a reunion between Jesus and Judas. What would they say to each other about the events leading to Calvary? Can Judas be saved?

With these things in mind, consider these questions.

Where is the seed of new life? What gifts has God given us to become heaven-makers in our own situation?

How will we carry it? What resources will we need to make a difference in our situation and make the world around us more heavenly?

Where can it be born? Identify one reconciling action we can commit to which will help to remove the Unreconciled ones from their hell on earth.

How can we nurture it? How can we support that reconciling action and make sure it follows through?

What will we hope to see? What will be changed at the end of this process and what difference should it have made?

5. Gathering Up -Prayer

Lord,                                                                                                                                                                           You have not only died,                                                                                                                                            You have travelled the wastelands of despair,                                                                                                    You opened the gates of hell                                                                                                                                  And led the hopeless into hope,                                                                                                                                Into the brightness of new life.                                                                                                                            Help us to follow you even into hell                                                                                                                           So that of those given you                                                                                                                                           We would lose none. Amen



Nicolas Roerich Harrowing of Hell

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Harrowing_of_hell.jpg [image: image61.png]



YOU’RE LAZY! YOU NEVER TIDY UP!





Well, I do sometimes……





DID YOU THREATEN TO OVERULE HIM? DID YOU? DID YOU?





PASS?








�  This story can be found at : � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/rights/explore_233.html" �http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/rights/explore_233.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.samaritans.org/about_samaritans/governance_and_history/our_mission.aspx" �http://www.samaritans.org/about_samaritans/governance_and_history/our_mission.aspx� 


� At: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4206800.stm





�David, I have given each session a colour theme, so that each can be selected by colour. What do you think? The formatting and layout of each session is similar. 


�David, perhaps we could have an icon for each section in each session?


�David, I have looked for some images which balance the text for illustrative purposes, but you might have better ideas about how to balance text and image as a magazine style resource, so the pictures here are just ideas only.


�Mary, need permission to quote from website


: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/rights/explore_233.html" �http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/rights/explore_233.html�


If you wish to mirror, reproduce, republish or translate any of the information for wider dissemination, please make use of the copyright permission option on our feedback form with details of such proposed use, including the nature and size of the intended audience. 





�Mary, need permission to quote from this website. jo@samaritans.org


�Mary, do we need permission to use things like website logos?


�Mary, this was reproduced on a BBC news site, - need permission to quote?


�Mary, logo as above


�This was available on the internet in 2007 but I can’t find it any more, how do we reference it? I believe it was a speech to the ADSW but it’s not on their site, presumably out of date.


�Mary, need permission to quote from this website


Third Floor�21 Ormeau Ave�Belfast�BT2 8HD�Telephone: 028 90325258�Fax: 028 90434156�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@contemporarychristianity.org" �info@contemporarychristianity.org�


Or there’s a contact  form on the site


�Mary, need permission to quote this story from the Forgiveness Project





