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Venturing
in Mission

Touching the stuff of
creation

Ad-venture (Mentro in Welsh)
came into being at the request
of the Bishop of St David’s, an
enthusiastic admirer of
Country Way. He asked Jeremy
Martineau to produce a
publication modelled on
Country Way as a tool to
provide ideas, inspiration and
challenge to the parishes of
the diocese as part of the
Venturing in Mission project.

Sophie Hacker has worked as a
professional artist and teacher
for over ten years, having
studied at the Slade School of
A rt. She leads art classes for
adults in Salisbury, holds
workshops and exhibits work
regularly around the country.
Her work is used internationally
by publishers and designers,
p a rticularly in Europe and the
USA.

The front and back cover
pictures both have the same
message – from here to there,
from darkness into the light.
Each parish has been asked to
complete an action plan to help

it move forward on
a number of fronts.
These include
collaboration,
evangelisation,
service, worship
and as part of the
world-wide
church. What is
particularly
challenging in a
Church which
has tended to
be very
hierarchical is
that all
members of the
congregations are expected to
be involved in the devising of
these actions. ■

Jeremy Martineau

Computers for
Rural People

Surprisingly, her own journey
began with a childhood spent in
London amidst the traffic of
Battersea. “But across the road
was Battersea Park and that was
crucial for me as a child.”

The Arthur Rank Centre has been very pleased to
supply a laptop computer to the charity
CHILDREN IN CRISIS. This charity has links with
South Africa and works with HIV/AIDS orphans,
s e v e re burns and trauma victims and in many
schools. Supporter Rosemary Wells says “I know
just how vital this laptop is to them. It will be put
to excellent use and tre a s u red by those using it.”
The scheme has continued to develop and its
work was advertised on a stand at the recent
Royal Show held at Stoneleigh Park,
Warwickshire. David Long, who manages the
scheme, is delighted at its development and
especially the provision of a computer to such a
worthwhile charity working abroad. Demand for
the computers in the UK has been good and
many rural community interests and individuals
have benefited, with a significant number of
enquiries coming from farmers. He says “we feel
that this is a very cost effective scheme with
laptops, for example, priced at only £320
including VAT, delivery and warranty. All we ask is
for a £30 donation to cover our running costs.”
For further details of the scheme and of the
computers available contact davidl@rase.org.uk
or tel: 024 7685 3067. ■
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At present she is artist in
residence at Sarum College in
Salisbury’s Cathedral Close. She
finds that most of those who
come on courses want to start
with the landscape around.
“People want to engage with the
s t u ff of being human – what it
means to make their journey of
life on this land.”

Christian centre
for rural Wales
A dream come true? For many years some people
have wanted a Christian Centre on the Royal
Welsh Showground at Builth Wells.
The small building seating up to 35 people, is leased
and was dedicated on 25 April 2005. It forms a base
for chaplaincy at various events and is regularly used
for a wide range of meetings. Now a registered
charity, the trustees of the Christian Centre for Rural
Wales have a vision of a larger facility when enough
funds are raised.
Staffed currently by volunteers, a programme of
meetings and events is being developed.
www.christian-centre-for-rural-wales.org.uk

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk

When she came to live in
Salisbury with her husband and
daughter, the landscape had a
p rofound effect on her. In the
open spaces around the city she
would walk her dog Holly. “It’s not
rugged like Derbyshire or
Yorkshire, nor has it the Celtic
interest of Cornwall. But coming
here opened my eyes to see what
it meant as a human being to
engage with nature.”
She found something quite
magical about the undulating
countryside, the way the light
moved, the changes that took
place. “I just love the way light is
so transient, what happens to the
form of the earth when it is wet or
dry, and how you can get liquid
molten movement across a field.”
Wood and stone hold an
inspiration for her. She picks up
bits of wood – “a tree has its
roots in the earth – bits fall and

die, they are ravaged by weather,
tossed around: the countryside is
imprinted with so much.”
Sophie uses stone which was
once part of the Cathedral – “800
years ago that stone was part of
the rock base underground. It
was dug up, shaped, and put on
top of the land to create an image
of architectural perfection. So it
emanates an earthiness as well
as great spiritual power, and
represents human history at an
unbelievably deep level.” As she
works with this stone, she aims to
honour the craft and purpose of it
– to point to God.
So whether she is working with
wood or stone, whether she is
sculpting or painting, she feels
she is engaging with
n a t u re: nature given by
a creator God. She
doesn’t see herself as
a pious person, but
as she works so she
prays. “The way I
pray is in the doing
– the manipulating
of the material.” It
is prayer as
action, not
words, but “I
c a n ’t extract
God from my
work.
Everything I
start to
make

is not self given but given by a
creator God.”
Around the walls and on the
tables of the small studio where
she works on the top floor of
Sarum College are paintings of
landscape and pieces of wood.
There is a sense of touching the
stuff of creation, for in Sophie’s
words “Touching the stuff of
creation grounds people.” And
this is located in particular places.
“ W h e re you live is tied up with
who you are, and becoming more
open to where you are makes you
grow.”
Sarum College is fortunate to
have its artist in residence. ■

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk

Judy Rees, Salisbury.
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